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Biology I

Mr. Joe Klekamp






School Phone:  573-564-2213 ext 1108






Email:  jklekamp@mc-wildcats.org

Course Description:  In Biology we are going to be studying how life is characterized through the subjects of Ecology and Cell Diversity.  We will be learning about various types of cells and all their individual cell parts.  This course is also tied to the State EOC Exam toward the end of the year.
Outline:  
1.  Unit 1: Ecology (including general lab/outdoor safety and scientific inquiry to be used 

2. throughout the year) 

3.  Unit 2: Microscopes and Cells 

4.  Unit 3: Genetics 

5.  Unit 4: Biological Diversity and Evolution 

6.  Unit 5: Bacteria, Viruses, Protists, Fungi and Plants

Materials Needed:

Course materials include a binder (1 ½”-2”), loose leaf notebook paper and a writing utensil. The binder will include all graded work, assignments and notes; it will be an essential organizational tool throughout the year! During our ecology unit, we will be spending time outdoors conducting investigations; students will need appropriate footwear and clothing (ex-close-toed shoes, pants). Safety will be stressed and all students must agree to follow both indoor and outdoor safety rules! Our course textbook will be kept in class. However, if a student requests, an older version of the text can be checked-out to keep at home. In addition, the following link to our textbook contains practice tests, quizzes and additional study material. 

http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078802849/

Classroom Expectation/Behavior Expectation:
My classroom management is based off of 5 simple words: responsibility, respect, trustworthy, courage, and desire.  These 5 words encompass both 
1.  Responsibility-come to class ready to learn, have homework ready to turn in on time, use time wisely when given to you in class.

2. Respect-to the teacher, other students, the classroom, and most importantly yourself.

3. Trustworthy-cheating on test and homework will be given a ZERO on tests and confiscation on classroom assignments and projects and completed again.
4. Courage-be yourself do not be afraid to ask questions or try to get extra help from the teacher or other students.  Teachers will be available at various times for extra help.
5. Desire-find a sense of desire when it comes to school, work because it will make school more enjoyable and successful.
Grading Scale:

A+  100%

B+ 87-89%
  C+ 77-79%     D+ 67-69%
F 59%↓

A  96-99%
B  84-86%
  C  74-76%
    D  64-66%

A- 90-95%
B- 80-83%
  C- 70-73%      D- 60-63%
Grades will be figured in total points—Test, Class Work, Class Participation, Lab work, and/or Homework will be combined to form Quarter and Semester grades.
Attendance:  All students are expected to follow the attendance guidelines and policies outlined by the Montgomery County R-II Student Handbook.

Tardies:  All students must be in the room or they will be considered tardy.  All tardies will be logged and count towards your total accumulation for office referral/punishment.

Make up work:  The make-up work policy will be followed as stated in the Montgomery County R-II Student Handbook.
Technology in the Classroom:  Students will be allowed to use cell phone/mp3 players with the direct permission from the teacher (cleared for specific projects/use with the office).  Please note that permission should never be implied or carried to the next day.  

I encourage communication concerning student progress and conduct to ensure a positive experience throughout the course.  Please feel free to call me or email me to setup an appointment for a parent conference at any point throughout the year.  

Joe Klekamp

